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We  believe  in  being 
virtuous  and  chaste.  (See 
Articles  of  Faith,  No. 
13.) 

The  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints  proclaims  the  law 
of  personal  purity  as  a 
divine  commandment, 
the  violation  of  which 
constitutes  one  of  the 
most  grievous  of  sins. 
We  hold  that  the  re- 
quirement is  equally 
binding  upon  both  man 
and  woman,  and  that 
any  standard  by  which 
he  is  excused  and  she 
condemned  for  transgres- 
sion of  this  natural  and 
divine  law  is  unjust. 


Dr.  JAMES  E.  TALMAGE. 


We  use  here  the  terms 
"  Virtue  "  and  "  Chas- 
tity "  in  the  sense  in 
which  they  are  related 
to  each  other,  with  re- 
spect to  the  association 
of  the  sexes.  Expressive 
of  the  attitude  of  the 
Church  Upon  this  sub- 
ject, an  article  was  pub- 
lished under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  late  President 
Joseph  P.  Smith,  who 
at  the  time  stood  as  the 
earthly  head  of  this 
Church  ;  and  a  good  part 
of  what  set  forth  therein 
is  incorporated  here.  It 
was  entitled,  "  Unchas- 
tity  the  Dominant  Evil 
cf  the  Ace." 
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The  Social  Evil 

What  has  come  to  be  known  in  present 
day  talk  and  literature  as  the  "social 
evil"  is  a  subject  of  perennial  discussion; 
and  the  means  proposed  for  dealing1  with 
it  are  topics  of  debate.  We  may  find 
same  satisfaction,  as  a  promising  indica- 
tion of  prospective  betterment,  in  the 
fact  that  the  public  conscience  is  par- 
tially aroused  to  the  seriousness  of  the 
conditions  due  to  this  species  of  immor- 
ality. No  more  loathsome  cancer  dis- 
figures the  body,  the  soul,  of  society  to- 
day than  the  frightful  affliction  of  sexual 
sin.  It  poisons  the  very  fountains  of 
life,  and  bequeaths  its  foul  effects  to  the 
yet  unborn  as  a  legacy  of  death.  It 
lurks  in  hamlet  and  city,  in  the  mansion 
and  in  the  hovel,  as  a  ravening  beast  in 
wait  for  prey ;  and  it  skulks  through  the 
land  in  flaunting  defiance  of  the  laws  of 
God  and  of  man. 

As  was  affirmed  in  the  last  address  of 
this  series,  the  lawful  association  of  the 
sexes  is  ordained  of  God,  not  only  as  the 
sole  means  of  race  perpetuation,  but  for 
the  development  of  the  higher  faculties 
and  nobler  traits,  of  human  nature,  which 
the  love-inspired  companionship  of  man 
and  woman  is  intended  to  insure.  Mar- 
riage is  a  holy  necessity  in  the  carrying 
out  of  the  eternal  purposes  in  the  mortal 
stage  of  the  soul's  existence;  and  mar- 
riage vows  'should   be  kept  inviolate. 

Infidelity  to  these  mutual  obligations 
is  a  fruitful  source  of  divorce,  with  its 
long  train  of  attendant  evils,  not  the  least 
of  which  is  the  shame  inflicted  on  un- 
fortunate though  innocent  children.  The 
dreadful  effects  of  adultory  cannot  be 
confined  to  the  erring  participants.  Whe- 
ther openly  known  or  partly  concealtd 
under  the  cloak  of  guilty  secrecy,  the 
results  are  potent  in  evil  influence.  The 
immortal  spirits  that  come  to  earth  to 
tabernacle  in  bodies  of  flesh  have  the 
right  to  be  well  born,  through  parents 
who  are  free  from  contamination  of 
sexual  vice. 

Infamy  of  a  Double  Standard 

It  is  a  deplorable  fact  that  society  per- 
sists in  holding  woman  to  stricter  account 


than  man  in  the  matter  of  such  offenses. 
What  shadow  of  excuse,  not  to  speak  of 
justification,  can  be  found  for  this  out- 
rageous and  cowardly  discrimination'.' 
Can  moral  defilement  be  any  the  Jes^ 
filthy  and  pestilential  in  man  than  in 
woman?  Is  a  male  leper  less  to  be 
shunned  for  fear  of  contagion  than  a 
woman  similarly  stricken? 

Oh,  the  baseness,  the  injustice,  the 
dishonour  of  it  all!  The  earliest  promul- 
gators of  this  shameful  conception  of  a 
double  standard  of  morals  for  the  sexes 
are  hidden  in  the  oblivion  of  the  past. 
Let  their  infamy  be  borne  by  those  who 
countenance  the  current  acceptance  of  so 
vicious  a  distinction!  Visualize  the  spec- 
tacle. Man,  who-  is  by  nature  the  pro- 
tector and  defender  of  woman,  ready  to 
stone  to  social  death  the  adultress,  in 
whose  sin  he  was  partner! 

True,  there  is  nothing  distinctively 
modern  in  this  revolting  distortion  of 
propriety  and  justice.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  certain  self-righteous  people 
came  clamouring  to  the  Christ  in  the 
Temple  courts,  dragging  with  them  a 
woman,  of  whom  they  said:  "Master, 
this  woman  wTas  taken  in  adultery;"  and 
continued:  "  Now  Moses  in  the  law  com- 
manded us,  that  such  should  be  stoned  ; 
but  what  sayest  thou?"  What  of  the 
man  in  the  case?  He  may  have  been 
present,  but  whether  so  or  not,  we  have 
no  record  that  judgment  upon  him  was 
sought.  However,  injustice  is  of  no  le:  s 
hideous  mien  because,  as  we  sometimes 
say  in  stultifying  inconsistency,  it  is  time 
honored ! _ 

"  Go,  and  Sin  no  More  " 

To  the  accusing  Scribes  and  Pharisees 
Jesus  at  first  gave  little  heed.  Stooping 
down  He  traced  with  His  finger  on  the 
ground;  but  as  He  wrote  they  continued 
to  question  Him.  Then,  arising,  He 
answered  them  in  a  terse  sentence  that 
has  become  proverbial:  "He  that  is 
without  sin  among  you,  let  him  first  cast 
a  stone  at  her."  That  was  in  accordance 
with  the  law ;  the  accusers  on  whose  tes- 
timony the  death  penalty  was  pronounced 
were  to  begin  the  work  of  execution. 
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Having-  spoken,  Jesus  again  stooped 
and  wrote  upon  the  ground.  The  woman's 
accusers  were  "  convicted  by  their  own 
conscience;"  shamed  and  in  disgrace 
they  slunk  away,  all  of  them  from  the 
eldest  to  the  youngest.  They  knew 
themselves  to  be  unfit  either  as  judges 
or  witnesses.  What  cowards  doth  con- 
science make!  "  When  Jesus  had  lifted 
up  himself,  and  saw  none  but  the  woman, 
he  said  unto  her:  Woman,  where  are 
those  thine  accusers'?  Hath  no  man  con- 
demned thee?  She  said:  No  man,  Lord. 
And  Jesus  said  unto  her:  Neither  do  I 
condemn  thee:  go,  and  sin  no  more." 
(See  John  8:  1-11.)  Christ  did  not  ex- 
pressly condone ;  He  declined  to  con- 
demn, and  dismissed  the  erring  one  with 
solemn  aduration  toi  a  cleaner  life. 

So  far  as  woman  sins  it  is  inevitable 
that  she  shall  suffer,  for  retribution  is 
sure  whether  it  be  immediate  or  deferred. 
But  so  far  as  man's  injustice  inflicts 
upon  her  the  consequence  of  his  offenses, 
he  stands  convicted  of  multiple  guilt.  It 
is  not  to'  be  denied  that  man  is  largely 
responsible  for  the  sins  against  decency 
and  virtue,  the  burden  of  which  is  too 
often  fastened  upon  woman.  The  fright- 
ful prevalence  of  prostitution  and  the 
tolerance  and  e\en  condonation  with 
which  the  foul  traffic  is  treated  by  so- 
called  civilized  society  are  black  blots  on 
the  pages  of  current  history. 

The  Judgment — Merciful  and  Just 

It  would  be  manifestly  unjust  to 
sweepingly  condemn  every  fallen  woman 
as  of  equal  culpability  with  the  rest  of 
her  unfortunate  sisters.  The  published 
results  of  investigation  by  official  inquir- 
ers and  volunteers  in  this  miry  field  of 
research  indicate  that  many  a  woman 
who  offers  her  body  for  hire  entered  into 
this  dreadful  commerce  when  she  found 
herself  despoiled  and  betrayed  through 
undue  confidence  in  man ;  and  while  her 
despairing  and  desperate  condition  must 
be  considered  as  an  element  of  cause  if 
not  of  mitigation,  she  is  nevertheless  an 
offender  under  the  secular  laws,  and,  in 
the  measure  of  her  actual  guilt,  a  trans- 
gressor against  the  mandate  of  the  Al- 
mighty.    In  the  day  of  righteous  judg- 


ment, before  the  bar  of  the  Great  Judge 
who  shall  read  the  mind  and  interpret 
the  heart,  every  circumstance  will  be 
taken  into  just  account,  in  her  case  as  in 
that  of  him  or  them  who  have  contributed 
to  her  degradation. 

Others  there  are,  as  the  official  reports 
attest,  and  as  in  too  much  a  matter  of 
common,  knowledge,  who  live  their  lives 
of  shame  by  choice,  preferring  the  com- 
parative ease  and  the  unnatural  excite- 
ment of  their  abandoned  mode  of  exis- 
tence to  the  exactions  of  honest  work. 

A  Wicked  Traffic 

Horrifying  as  the  condition  is,  it  is 
nevertheless  a  sad  reality,  that  hordes  of 
women'  prostitute  their  bodies,  their 
souls,  for  money  and  find  no  lack  of 
eager  buyers.  Who  is  the  more  de- 
praved— the  vendor  or  the  purchaser  of 
woman's  honor?  In  many  cases  a  power 
of  discernment  and  analysis  superior  to 
human  attainment  is  essential  to  a  just 
verdict ;  but  it  appears  certain  that  what- 
e\er  of  palliation  through  stress  of  cir- 
cumstance may  be  found  for  the  woman, 
guilty  lust  is  too'  generally  the  primal 
motive  of  the  man.  If  the  passions  of 
men  were  kept  in  natural  and  wholesome 
restraint,  female  virtue  would  cease  to 
be  a  purchasable  commodity  in  the  un- 
holy marts  of  society! 

The  low  esteem  in  which  sexual  moral- 
ity is  currently  held  in  an  element  of 
positive  danger  to  the  nation  as  a  human 
institution,  to  say  nothing  of  the  whole- 
sale debaunching  of  souls  as  an  offense 
against  divine  decree.  With  such  awful 
examples  as  history  furnishes,  it  is  a 
matter  of  astonishment  that  governments 
should  be  so  nearly  oblivious  to'  the  dis- 
integrating forces  springing  from  violation 
of  the  moral  law  amongst  their  citizenry. 

Though  it  be  a  platitude  let  it  be  said 
that  the  character  of  a  community  or  a 
nation  is  the  sum  of  the  individual  qua- 
lities of  its  component  members.  The 
stability  of  a  building  depends  upon  the 
integrity  of  its  several  parts  and  the 
maintenance  of  a  proper  correlation  of 
the  units  in  harmony  with  the  laws  of 
forces-  The  same  may  be  said  of 
institutions,       systems,      and      organiza- 
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tions  in  general.  Some  of  the 
gravest  mistakes  of  men,  in  administra- 
tive affairs,  in  polities,  in  statemanship, 
are  the  consequence  of  misdirected  efforts 
to  strengthen  the  fabrie  as  a  whole  in- 
stead of  applying  remedial  measures  to 
the  defective  parts,  or  correcting  the  dis- 
cordant relationship.  When  citizens  can 
be  taught  to  live  right  lives,  the  gran- 
deur and  perpetuity  of  the  nation  will  be 
assured. 

Reformation  of  the  Society  Unit. 

The  voice  of  the  pessimistic  agitator 
is  heard  in  the  land  today.  He  is  loud 
in  denunciation  of  existing  systems  and 
vigorous  in  demand  for  new  laws  and 
governmental  reforms.  Progressive  le- 
gislation is  undoubtedly  necessary ;  and 
abuse  of  power,  neglect  of  duty,  or  other 
evils  in.  national  or  local  administration, 
should  be  promptly  corrected ;  but  the 
crying  need  of  mankind  is  individual  re- 
formation. The  thorough  purification 
and  effective  regulation  of  society  as  a 
system  through  repressive  legislation  only 
is  a  stupendous  and  hopeless  undertak- 
ing. 

The  natural  and  rational  plan  of  im- 
provement must  deal  largely  with  the 
education  of  the  society  unit,  the  indi- 
vidual citizen,  yet  regulatory  and  pro- 
hibitory laws  are  necessities  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  human  affairs ;  but  we  may 
at  least  hope  that  these  enactments  shall 
become  as  dead  letters  in  the  advance- 
ment of  the  community  through  indivi- 
dual purification  and  progression.  But 
while  the  education  of  the  individual  is 
the  basal  condition  of  community  better- 
ment, stringent  laws  will  be  necessary  as 
long  as  crime  flourishes. 

The  grandeur  of  ancient  Greece,  the 
majesty  of  Rome,  once  the  rulers  of  the 
world,  ha.\e  disappeared;  and  the  verdict 
of  history  specifies  the  prevalence  of 
sexual  immorality  as  among  the  chief  of 
the  destructive  agencies  by  which  the  fall 
of  those  mighty  peoples  became  inevit- 
able. 

Debasement  of  Nations 

The  literature  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ    of   Latter-day   Saints   presents   an 


instance  of  even  more  striking  import, 
for  it  comprises  the  physical  destruction 
and  complete  extinction  of  a.  once  power- 
ful nation,  and  the  debasement  of  ano- 
ther. According  to  Book  of  Mormon 
history,  the  American  continent  was 
once  inhabited  by  two  peoples,  known 
respectively  as  Nephites  and  Lamanitcs. 
The  former  were  progressive  throughout 
a  great  part  of  their  career  ;  they  built 
cities  and  cultivated  the  arts  of  civiliza- 
tion;  and  as  long  as  they  lived  in  right- 
eousness they  prospered.  The  Lamanites 
were  of  nomadic  habits,  and,  except  for 
brief  intervals  of  comparative  peace, 
were  in  a  state  of  aggressive  emnity 
against  their  Nephite  contemporaries. 
The  most  blessed  period  of  ancient  Amer- 
ican history  was  that  of  the  first  two  cen- 
turies following  the  personal  visitation  of 
the  Resurrected  Christ,  during  which  the 
people  lived  in  purity  and  \irtue.  Of 
that  time  we  read:  "  And  it  came  to  pass 
that  there  was  no  contention  in  the  land, 
because  of  the  love  of  God  which  did 
dwell  in  the  hearts  of  the  people.  And 
there  were  no  envyings,  nor  strifes,  nor 
tumults,  nor  whoredoms,  nor  lyings,  nor 
murders,  nor  any  manner  of  lascivious- 
ness ;  and  surely  there  could  not  be  a 
happier  people  among  all  the  people  who 
had  been  created  by  the  hand  of  iGod." 
(Book  of  Mormon,  4  Nephi  15,   16.) 

.Hut  this  virtuous  and  happy  state  was 
followed  by  a  period  of  abominable  ex- 
cesses ;  and  prominent  among  sins  that 
led  to  the  extinction  of  the  nation  was 
that  of  sexual  impurity.  As  the  pro- 
phets had  predicted,  the  Nephites  degen- 
erated, and  by  divine  sufferance  their 
enemies  destroyed  them  as  a  nation ;  and 
the  Lamanites,  though  victors  in  the 
struggle,  have  fallen  to  the  present  low 
status  of  the  American  Indian.  Archeo- 
logists  have  discovered  that  human  bones 
taken  from  Indian  moulds  in  this  coun- 
try bear  unmistakable  evidence  of  the 
prevalence  of  syphilitic  and  allied  diseases 
among  the  ancient  Americans. 

Isi  our  modern  nation  to  bring  upon 
itself  the  doom  of  destructive  depravity? 
The  forces  of  disintegration  are  at  work 
throughout  the  land,  and  they  operate  as 
insidiously  as  the  virus  of  deadlv  conta- 
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gion.  A  nation-wide  awakening  to  the 
need  of  personal  sanitation  and  of  rigor- 
ous reform  in  the  matter  of  sexual  moral- 
ity is  demanded  by  the  exigencies  of  the 
times.  I  repeat  what  we  SO'  often  hear, 
that  the  current  and  common  custom  of 
indecency  in  dress,  the  flood  of  immoral 
fiction  in  printed  literature,  in  the  drama, 
and  notably  in  motion  picture  exhibi- 
tions, the  toleration  of  immodesty  in 
everyday  conversation  and  demeanor, 
are  doing  deadly  work  in  the  fostering  of 
soul -destroying  vice. 

A  Gruesome  Train  of  Ills 

Like  many  bodily  diseases,  sexual 
crime  drags  with  it  a  train  of  other  ills. 
As  the  physical  effects  of  drunkenness 
entail  the  deterioration  of  tissue  and  dis- 
turbance of  vital  functions,  and  so  render 
the  body  receptive  to  any  malady  to 
which  it  may  be  exposed,  while  at  the 
sanae  time  lowering  the  powers  of  resis- 
tance even  to  fatal  deficiency,  so*  does 
unchastidy  expose  the  soul  to  divers 
spiritual  diseases,  and  rob  it  of  both  re- 
sistance and  recuperative  ability.  The 
adultress  generation  of  Christ's  day  was 
deaf  to  the  voice  of  truth,  and  through 
its  diseased  state  of  mind  and  heart- 
sought  after  signs  and  preferred  empty 
fables  to  the  message  of  salvation. 

The  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
divinely  ordained  panacea  for  the  ills  that 
afflict  humanity,  and  preeminently  so  for 
the  dread  affliction  of  sexual  sin.  Note 
the  teachings  of  the  Master  while  He 
ministered  among  men  in  person ;  they 
were  primarily  directed  to  individual 
probity  and  rectitude  of  life.  The  letter 
of  the  Mosaic  Law  was  superseded  by 
the  spirit  of  personal  devotion  to  the 
right.  "Ye  have  heard,"  said  He, 
"  that  it  was  said  by  them  of  old  time: 
Thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery ;  but  I 
say  unto  you,  that  whosoever  looketh  on 
a  woman  to  lust  after  her  hath  commit- 
ted adultery  with  her  alreadv  in  his 
heart."  (Matt.  5:  27,  28.)  *  The  sin 
itself  may  spring  from  the  sensual 
thought,  the  lustful  glance  ;  just  as  mur- 
der is  often  the  culmination  of  hatred  or 
covetousness. 

We  accept  without  reservation  or  qua- 
lification the  affirmation  of  Deity  through 


an  ancient  Nephite  prophet;  "For  1, 
the  Lord  God,  delight  in  the  chastity  of 
women.  And  whoredoms  are  an  abo- 
mination before  me  ;  thus  saith  the  Lord 
of  Hosts."  (Book  of  Mormon,  Jacob 
2:    28.) 

Eternity  of  Sex 

We  affirm  as  reasonable,  scriptural  and 
true,  the  eternity  of  sex  among  the  chil- 
dren of  God.  The  distinction  between 
male  and  female  is  no  condition  peculiar 
to  the  relatively  brief  period  of  mortal 
life  ;  it  was  a  characteristic  of  our  pre- 
existent  condition,  even  as  it  shall  con- 
tinue after  death  in  both  the  disem- 
bodied and  resurrected  states.  That 
birth,  or  even  its  antecedent,  conception, 
nowise  marks  the  creation  of  a  being  who 
before  that  event  did  not  exist  is  abun- 
dantly attested  by  the  revealed  world ; 
it  is  definitely  shown  that  every  child 
born  to  earth  lived  as  an  individual  spirit 
in  the  primeval  world. 

The  body  takes  form  as  male  or  female 
according  to  the  sex  of  the  spirit  whose 
appointment  it  is  to  tenant  that  body  as 
a  tabernacle  formed  of  the  elements  of 
earth  through  which  means  alone  the 
individual  may  enter  upon  the  indis- 
pensable course  of  human  experience, 
probation  and  training.  In  the  first 
chapter  of  Genesis  we  read:  "  So  God 
created  man  in  his  own  image,  in  the 
image  of  God  created  he  him;  male  and 
female  created  he  them."  The  next 
chapter  (read  verses  4-7)  explains  that 
the  placing  of  man  upon  the  earth  was  an 
event  subsequent  to  the  creation  noted 
in  the  quotation  just  gi^en;  for  we  are 
expressly  told  "nat  •  "  the  Lord  God  had 
not  caused  it  to  rain  upon  the  earth,  and 
there  was  not  a  man  to  till  the  ground." 

It  is  the  blessed  privilege  of  resurrected 
beings  who  attain  exaltation  in  the  Celes- 
tial Kingdom  of  God  to  enjoy  the  glory 
of  endless  increase,  to  become  the 
parents  of  generations  of  spirit  offspring, 
and  to-  direct  these  in  their  development 
through  probationary  stages  analogous  to 
those  through  which  fhe  parents  them- 
selves have  passed. 

Eternal  are  the  purposes  of  God ; 
never-ending  progression  is  provided  for 
His  children,  worlds  without  end!  Amen. 
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Faith  Leads  to  a  Fulness  of  Truth  and 
Righteousness. 

(Continued  from  March  issue) . 


How  Men  Classify  Themselves. 

Now  I  have  said  very  little  about  the 
ddad.  There  are  millions  of  people  who 
have  died  without  the  opportunity  of 
healing"  the  message  as  it  was  revealed 
to  Adam  and  to  all  the  prophets  through 
the  ages.  These  people  have  died  with- 
out the  Gospel  because  it  was  never 
declared  to  them.  All  will  have  this 
opportunity,  if  not  in  this  life,  then  here- 
after. The  Lord  has  given  us  the  oppor- 
tunity to  perform  in  the  temples  the 
necessary  labor  for  the  righteous  and  re- 
pentant dead.  The  Lord  is  not  going  to 
save  all  the  world  in  the  celestial  king- 
dom. But  all  who  would  have  received 
the  Gospel  had  it  been  declared  to  them 
in  the  flesh,  shall  receive  it  in  the  spirit- 
world  and  they  become  heirs  of  the 
celestial  kingdom.  So  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith  has  taught  us.  Millions 
will  enter  into  the  other  kingdoms.  The 
Lord  said  the  telestial  kingdom  will  be 
filled  with  people  as  innumerable  as  the 
sands  upon  the  shore,  or  the  stars  of 
heaven. 

Our  Great  Duty  to  Save  Our  Own 

Families 
We  are  called  upon  to  assist  in  saving 
our  own  families.  This  is  the  great  duty 
the  Lord  has  given  to  us.  It  is  our 
privilege  to  go  back  and  trace  our  ances- 
tors as  far  as  we  can,  and  then  go. to  the 
temple  and  do  the  work  for  all  of  them. 
The  Lord  will  judge  whether  they  are 
worthy  or  not  to  receive  what  we  have 
done.  Remember,  though,  we  do  not 
have  the  privilege  of  performing  the 
ordinances  for  murderers  who-  shed  inno- 
cent blood,  nor  for' those  who  take  their 
own  lives.  These  are  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  Lord.  If  we  find  in  our  record 
one  of  this  kind  we  should  pass  him  by 
and  not  attempt  to  do  work  for  nim. 

Temple  Ordinances  for  Heirs  of  the 
Celestial  Kingdom  Only 

I  think  some  of  the  Saints  believe  we 
must  do  the  work  in  the  temples  for  all 


who  have  lived  upon  the  earth.  The 
principles  and  ordinances  of  the  Gospel 
have  been  given  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
paring men  for  the  celestial  kingdom  of 
God.  The  Lord  has  not  said  that  these 
principles  and  ordinances  will  be  re- 
quired of  those  who  enter  into  other 
kingdoms.  Every  soul  must  repent  of 
course,  he  must  eventually  confess  that 
Jesus  is  the  Son  of  pod,  every  knee  will 
bend  and  all  will  be  required  to  acknow- 
ledge our  Redeemer,  but  this  does  not 
mean  that  they  will  be  required  to  re- 
ceive the  ordinances  which  are  given  to 
bring  us  into  the  presence  of  God.  I 
cannot  imagine  a  murderer  like  Nero,  for 
example,  having  the  work  done  for  him 
and  being  entitled  to  the  blessings  of  the 
celestial  kingdom  along  with  Isaiah  who 
laid  down  his  life  for  the  truth.  Men 
are  to>  be  graded,  and  every  man  will 
receive  all  that  he  is  entitled  to  receive 
according  to  the  laws  of  justice  and 
mercy.  It  is  for  this  purpose  the  Lord 
has  prepared  several  glories,  or  kingdoms, 
and  as  Paul  saw  it,  there  will  be  glories 
as  diversified  as  the  magnitude  of  the 
stars.  No  one  who  is  entitled  to  salva- 
tion or  exaltation  will  be  neglected. 
During  the  Millennium  the  Desires  of  the 

Dead  Will  be  Made  Known 

We  have  people  coming  to  us  all  the 
time  just  as  fearful  as  they  can  be  that 
a  child  of  theirs  who  has  died  will  lose 
the  blessings  of  the  kingdom  of  God 
unless  that  child  is  sealed  to  someone 
who  is  dead.  They  do  not  know  the 
wishes  of  their  child  who  died  too  young 
to  think  of  marriage,  but  they  want  to 
go  straight  to  the  temple  and  have  a 
sealing  performed.  Such  a  thing  as  this 
is  unnecessary,  and  in  my  judgment 
wrong.  The  Lord  has  said  through  his 
servants  that  during  the  Millennium 
those  who  have  passed  beyond  and  have 
attained  the  resurrection  will  reveal  in 
person  to  those  who  are  still  in  mortality 
all  the  information  which  is  required  to 
complete  the  work  of  these  who  have 
passed  from  this  life.  Then  the  dead 
will  have  the  privilege  of  making  known 
the  things  they  desire  and  are  entitled 
to  receive.     In  this  wav  no  soul  will  be 
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neglected  and  the  work  of  the  Lord  will 
be  perfected.  It  is  the  duty  of  parents 
who  have  children  who  have  died  which 
were  old  enough  to  be  endowed,  to  go  to 
the  temple  and  perform  this  endowment 
for  them.  When  you  have  done  this 
you  may  let  the  matter  of  further  work 
rest,  except  the  sealing  of  these  children 
to  their  parents,  until  the  proper  time 
■comes. 

Must  Do  All  in  our  Power  First 

The  Lord  requires  of  us  that  we  do 
'every  thing  for  ourselves  that  we  are 
able  to  do.  The  Lord  does  not  do  any- 
thing for  us  if  we  can  do>  it  for  ourselves, 
but  he  has  done  everything,  and  will  do 
every  tiling,  for  us  that  is  necessary 
which  we  cannot  do  for  ourselves.  This 
is  the  reason  why  Jesus  Christ  came  into 
the  world  and  offered  himself  a  sacrifice 
for  the  world.  We  were  unable  to  re- 
deem ourselves  from  death  and  from  our 
own  sins,  being  under  the  curse  of  the 
broken  law.  Christ  was  not  under  this 
broken  law,  he  had  power  over  death 
and  over  sin,  so  he  atoned  for  Adam's 
transgression  and  for  the  sins  of  all  those 
who  believe  and  obey  his  Gospel.  He 
has  also  granted  to  us  the  privilege  of 
being  saviors  in  a  lesser  degree  to  those 
who  have  died  without  the  Gospel  who 
would  have  received  it  if  that  privilege 
had  been  granted  to  them  in  this  life. 
We  act  vicariously  for  them  and  perform 
the  ordinances  which  they  cannot  per- 
form for  themselves,  •  being  dead  ;  but  all 
that  they  can  do  for  themselves,  such  as 
to  believe  and  repent,  they  must  do;  no 
♦one  else  can  believe  for  them  ;  no  one 
else  can  repent  for  them. 

Jesus  Ransomed  a  Captive  World 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  have  heard  of 
some  members  of  the  Church  saying  that 
•Christ  did  not  buy  us  with  his  blood. 
One  of  them  has  said:  "  That  people  of 
the  world  owed  a  debt  and  Jesus  paid 
the  debt  for  all :  This  thought  does  vio- 
lence to  justice,  for  the  suffering  of  the 
good  to  pay  the  debt  of  the  bad  is  con- 
trary to  the  law  of  life."  Another  says: 
""  That  Jesus  was  a  ransom  for  a  captive 
-world :     In   this   case   Jesus   must   have 


been  paid  to  some  one  who  held  the 
world  captive  ;  but  in  the  very  nature  of 
his  mission  or  ransom  he  could  not  be 
held  captive  and  God  must  have  deceived 
the  captor."  Well,  such  thoughts  as 
these  might  do  honor  to  an  infidel,  but 
not  to  a  member  of  the  Church.  Those 
who  speak  this  wray  need  to  repent.  They 
should  read  the  scriptures  and  especially 
the  Book  of  Mormon.  Jesus  did  come 
into  the  world  to  ransom  it.  Through 
his  atonement  we  were  bought  from  death 
and  hell.  Death  and  hell  were  paid; 
paid  in  full,  and  Christ  was  the'  only  one 
who  could  pay  that  debt.  What  did 
Paul  mean  when  he  said  we  were 
"bought  with  a  price?"  What  does 
Jesus  mean  when  he  calls  himself  our 
"  Redeemer?"  If  we  were  not  bought, 
if  we  were  not  ransomed  by  Jesus  Christ, 
then  we  are  still  in  our  sins  and  still  sub- 
ject to  death  and  hell.  These  men, 
ignorant  of  the  plan  of  salvation,  should 
read  intensively  the   scriptures. 

The  Key  to  Truth 

Perhaps  a  great  deal  more  could  be 
said,  but  I  will  let  this  suffice.  Let  me 
say  a  few  words  on  another  theme.  If 
members  of  the  Church  would  place 
more  confidence  in  the  word  of  the  Lord 
and  less  confidence  in  the  theories  of 
men,  they  would  be  better  off.  I  will 
give  you  a  key  for  your  guidance.  Any 
doctrine,  whether  it  comes  in  the  name 
of  religion,  science,  philosophy,  or  what- 
ever it  may  be,  that  is  in  conflict  with 
the  revelations  of  the  Lord  that  have 
been  accepted  by  the  Church  as  coming 
from  the  Lord,  will  fail.  It  may  appear 
to  be  very  plausible  ;  it  may  be  put  be- 
fore you  in  such  a  way  that  you  cannot 
answer  it,  it  may  appear  to  be  estab- 
lished by  evidence  that  cannot  be  con- 
troverted, but  all  you  need  do  is  to  bide 
your  time.  Time  will  level  all  things. 
You  will  find  that  every  doctrine,  theory, 
principle,  no  matter  how  great  it  may 
appear ;  no  matter  how  universally  it 
may  be  believed,  if  it  is  not  in  accord 
with  the  word  of  the  Lord,  it  will  perish. 
Nor  is  it  necessary  for  us  to  try  to 
stretch  the  word  of  the  Lord  to  make  it 
conform  to  these  theories  and  teachings. 
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The  word  of  the  Lord  shall  not  pass  away 
unfulfilled. 

I  realize  that  we  are  all  weak,  and  at 
times  may  place  false  interpretations 
upon  the  written  word,  but  the  revela- 
tions are  so  clear  regarding  Adam,  the 
fall,  the  atonement,  the  resurrection,  the 
redemption  of  the  earth  when  it  shall 
again  be  proclaimed  "  good,"  and  so 
many  other  things  which  fall  under  the 
ban  of  present-day  teaching,  that  we 
need  not  be  led  astray.  The  theories  of 
men  change  from  day  to  day.  Much 
that  is  taught  now  will  tomorrow  be  in 
the  discard,  but  the  word  of  the  Lord 
will  endure  forever. 

Miracles  Not  Inconsistent  With  Reason 

I  was  talking  with  a  man,  one  day, 
and  he  said  he  could  not  accept  the 
statements  in  the  scriptures  about  the 
fall  of  Adam,  and  death  being  brought 
into  the  world.  He  could  not  believe  in 
the  miracles  of  the  scriptures.  He  said 
to  believe  that  Joshua  commanded  the 
sun  and  the  moon  to  stand  still  and  that 
Jonah  was  swallowed  by  a  whale,  or  fish, 
was  unscientific.  "  You  cannot  expect 
me  to  believe  such  things  as  these."  He 
thought  himself  consistent  with  reason, 
and  that  I  was  inconsistent.  All  of  you 
go  back  with  me,  in  imagination,  one 
hundred  years.  Suppose  we  are  living 
in  the  year  1830,  when  the  Church  was 
organized.  Suppose  I  tell  you — in  1830 
— that  within  one  hundred  years  men 
will  be  able  to>  travel  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean  in  one  day?  Will 
you  accept  that  more  quickly  than  the 
story  of  Joshua  or  of  Jonah?  In  1830 
which  story  would  you  accept  first?  If  I 
should  then  say  to  you  that  a  man  could 
stand  in  New  York,  or  Washington,  and 
speak  no  more  loudly  than  I  am  speaking 
to  you  now  and  he  could  be  heard  all 
over  the  United  States — well  the  United 
States  then  did  not  extend  to  the  Pacific 
— so  I  will  say,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Pacific,  from  Canada  $o  Florida  and 
even  in  the  countries  of  Europe  and  as 
far  as  Australia,  in  fact  all  over  the 
world,  which  story  would  you  believe 
first,  this  that  I  tell  you  or  the 
storv  of  Joshua  ?     If  vou  are  honest  with 


your  thoughts  you  will,  choose  in  pre- 
ference what  is  written  in  the  Bible. 
These  things  I  have  mentioned  are  ac- 
complished today.  One  of  our  own  boys 
flew  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  in 
one  day.  I  have  listened  over  the  radio 
to  men  speaking  in  Germany,  Hoi 
land,  England,  and  from  various  parts  of 
the  United  States,  yet  I  was  sitting  in 
my  own  home  in  Salt  Lake  City.  Hut 
this  man  could  not  accept  the  story  of 
Joshua  because  it  is  unscientific.  He 
believes  that  the  Lord  could  not  hear 
Joshua's  prayer  and  cause  the  earth  to 
rotate  less  rapidly,  for  that  is  what  took 
place.  "Why,  if  this  had  happened," 
we  are  told,  "  everything  on  the  earth 
would  have  flown  off  into  space."  Well, 
if  the  Lord  can  give  to  the  earth  its  times 
and  seasons,  its  revolutions,  and  so<  con- 
trol all  the  heavenly  bodies,  are  we  going 
to  deny  him  the  power  to'  regula.te  them 
and  say  he  could  not  slow  up  the  earth 
and  still  keep  the  seas  in  their  beds?  I 
have  traveled  on  a  train  going  sixty  miles 
an  hour  and  have  stood  in  the  isle  when 
the  train  was  brought  to  a  stop  but  was 
not  thrown  off  my  feet,  because  the  train 
slowed  up  gradually.  I  think  the  Lord 
did  this  with  the  earth.  He  has  the 
power  to;  do  it,  has  he  not?  It  seems  to 
me  so  strange  for  a  man  to  question  the 
power  of  the  Lord  and  yet  acknowledge 
the  wonderful  achievements  of  man 
which  are  just  as  marvelous.  But  be- 
cause he  does  not  see  what  happens  in 
one  case  he  rejects'  it,  and  beca.use  he 
sees  with  his  eyes  and  hears  with  his 
ears  in  another,  he  believes  it.  Now 
please   listen  to   this: 

O  how  great  is  the  nothingness  of  the 
children  of  men  ;  yea,  even  they  are  less 
than  the  dust  of  the  earth. 

For  behold,  the  dust  of  the  earth 
mcveth  hither  and  thither,  to  the  divid- 
ing asunder,  at  the  command  of  our 
great  and  everlasting  God. 

Yea,  behold  at  his  voice  do  the  hills 
and  mountains  tremble  and  quake. 

And  by  the  power  of  his  voice  they  arc 
broken  up,  and  become  smooth,  yea,  even 
like  unto  a  valley.     • 

Yea,  by  the  power  of  his  voice  doth 
the  whole  earth  shake ; 
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Yea,  by  the  power  of  li is  voice,  do  the 
foundations  rock,  even  to*  the  very  center. 

Yea",  if  he  say  unto  the  e.arth — Move — 
it  is  moved. 

Yea,  if  he  say  unto'  the  earth — Thou 
shalt  go  back,  that  it  lengthen  out  the 
day  for  many  hours — it  is  done  ; 

And  thus,  according  to  his  word  the 
earth  goeth  back,  and  it  appeareth  unto 
man  that  the  sun  standeth  still ;  yea, 
and  behold,  this  is  so;  for  surely  it  is  the 
earth  that  moveth  and  not  the  sun. 

And  behold,  also,  if  he  say  unto  the 
waters  of  the  great  deep — Be  thou  dried 
up — it  is  done. 

Behold,  if  he  say  unto  this  mountain 
— Be  thou  raised  up,  and  come  over  and 
fall  upon  that  city,  that  it  be  buried  up 
— behold  it  is  done. 

And  behold,  if  a  man  hide  up  a  trea- 
sure in  the  earth,  and  the  Lord  shall  say 
— Let  it  be  accursed,  because  of  the  ini- 
quity of  him  who  hath  hid  it  up — behold, 
it  shall  be  accursed. 

And  if  the  Lord  shall  say — Be  thou 
accursed,  that  no  man  shall  find  thee 
from  this  time  henceforth  and  forever — 
behold,  no  man  getteth  it  henceforth  and 
forever.  (Book  of  Mormon:  Hel.  12: 
7-19) . 

Perfect  Confidence  in  the  Lord  is  Needed 

Faith  like  this  is  what  we  should  have. 
A  perfect  confidence  in  the  Lord  and  in 
his1  word.  Some  people  would  tie  the 
hands  of  the  Lord.  Some  say  that  these 
miraculous  events  were  added  in  a.  day 
of  superstition  many  years  after  the  time 
they  are  said  to  have  taken  place  ;  that 
the  Bible  is  a  book  written  by  men  who 
had  vivid  imaginations  and  believed  in 
impossible  miraculous  things.  Bait-  these 
things  are  also  found  in  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon and  in  other  revelations  coming 
from  the  Lord.  Nothing  recorded  in  the 
scriptures  is  more  miraculous  or  wonder- 
ful than  the  things  we  see  demonstrated 
around  us  every  day.  We,  as  Latter 
day  Saints,  should  walk  in  righteousness 
and  in  the  spirit  of  faith.  We  should  be 
willing  and  anxious  to  believe  the  words 
of  the  Lord  and  have  more  confidence  in 
what  has  come  from  him  than   in  what 


has  come  through  the  arm  of  flesh.  Lei 
us  increase  our  faith  and  confidence  in 
the  Lord,  I  pray  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ.     Amen. 


PASSING  THROUGH  THE 
"  SHADOW  AND  VALLEY  " 


By  Brigham  Young 

How  frequently  the  question  arises  in 
the  minds  of  the  people — "I  wish  I  knew 
where  I  was  going!"  Can  you  find  out'.' 
Well,  you  will  go  into  the  spirit  world, 
where  Brother  Thomas  now  is.  He  has 
now  entered  upon  a  higher  state  of  being, 
that  is,  his  spirit  has,  than  when  in  his 
body.  "  Why  cannot  I  see  him?  Why 
cannot  I  converse  with  his  spirit?  I 
wish  I  could  see  my  husband  or  my 
father  and  converse  with  him!"  It  is 
not  reasonable  that  you  should  ;  it  is  not 
right  that  you  should  ;  perhaps  you  would 
miss  the  very  object  <5f  your  pursuit  if 
you  had  this  privilege,  and  there  would 
not  be  the  same  trial  of  faith  to  exercise 
you,  not  so  severe  a  path  of  affliction  for 
you  to  walk  in,  not  so'  great  a  battle  to 
fight,  nor  so  great  a  victory  to  win,  and 
you  would  miss  the  very  object  you  arc 
in  pursuit  of.  It  is  right  just  as  it  is, 
that  this  veil  should  be  closed  down  ; 
that  we  do  not  see  God,  that  we  do  not 
see  angels,  that  we  do  not  converse  with 
them  except  through  strict  obedience  to 
his  requirements,  and  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ.  When  we  contemplate  the  con- 
dition of  man  here  upon  earth  and  under- 
stand that  we  are  brought  forth  for  the 
express  purpose  of  preparing  ourselves 
through  oiiv  faithfulness  to  inherit  eter- 
nal life,  we  ask  ourselves,  where  we  are- 
going,  what  will  be  our  condition,  what 
will  be  the  nature  of  our  pursuits  in  a 
state  of  being  in  which  we  shall  possess 
more  vigor  and  a  higher  degree  of  intel- 
ligence than  we  possess  here?  Shall  we 
have  labor?  Shall  we  have  enjoyment 
in  our  labor?  Shall  we  have  any  object 
of  pursuit,  or  shall  we  sit  and  sing  our- 
selves away  to  everlasting  bliss?  These 
are  questions  that  arise  in  the  minds  of 
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people,      and     they     many     times     feel 
anxious   to   know    something     about    the 
hereafter.       What   a   dark   valley   and   a 
shadow  it  is  that  we  call  death !     To  pass 
from  this  state  of  existence  as  far  as  the 
mortal  body  is  concerned,  into  a  state  of 
inanition,   how  strange  it  is!     How  dark 
this   valley   is!     How   mysterious   is   this 
road,  and  we  have  got  to  travel  it  alone. 
I  would  like  to  say  to  you,  my  friends  and 
brethren,  if  we  could  see  things  as  they 
arc-       and       as      we       shall       see       and 
understand       them,       this      dark       sha- 
dow    and     valley     is     so     trifling     that 
we  shall   turn   around   and  look  upon   it 
and  think,  when  we  have  crossed  it,  why 
this  is  the  greatest  advantage  of  my  whole 
existence,  for  I  have  passed  from  a  state 
of  sorrow,  grief,  mourning,  woe,  misery, 
pain,   anguish  and  disappointment  into  a 
state  of  existence  where  I  can  enjoy  life 
to  the  fullest  extent  as  far   as  that  can 
he  dene   without   a   body.     My  spirit   is 
.set  free,  I  thirst  no  more,  I  want  to  sleep 
no  more,   I  hunger  no  more,    I    tire  no 
more,    I   run,    I   walk,    I   labor,    I   go,    I 
•come,  I  do  this,   I  do  that,  whatever  is 
required    of   me,    nothing     like     pain    or 
weariness,  I  am  full  of  life,  full  of  vigor, 
and  I  enjoy  the  presence  of  my  heavenly 
Father,   by  the  power  of  His   Spirit.     I 
want  to   say  to  my  friends,    if  you  will 
live  your  religion,  live  so  as  to  be  full  of 
faith  of  God,   that  tire   light   of  eternity 
will    shine    upon    you,    yea   can   see   and 
understand  these   things   for   yourselves, 
that  when  you  close  your  eyes  upon  mor- 
tality you  wake  up  right  in  the  presence 
of  the  Father  and  the   Son,   if  they   are 
disposed  to  withdraw  the  veil,  they  can 
do  as   they   please   with   regard   to   this  ; 
but  you  are  in  the  spirit   world  and  in  a 
state  of  bliss  and  happiness,   though  we 
may   call   it   hades,    or   hell.        It  is   the 
world  of  spirits,  it  is  where  Jesus  went, 
and  where    all   go,    both    good   and   bad. 
The  spirits  of  the  living  that  depart  this 
life  go  into  the  world  of  spirits,   and  if 
the  Lord  withdraws  the  veil  it  is  much 
•easier  for  us  then  to  behold  the  face  of 
our  Father  who  is  in  heaven  than  when 
we  are  clothed  upon  with  this  mortality. 
— Journal  of   Discourses,    Vol   XVII,    p. 
14.        From    funeral    services    of    Elder 
Thomas  Williams,  July  19,  1874. 


RELIEF  SOCIETY  NEWS 


DURBAN 

A  concert  sponsored  by  the  Durban 
Relief  Society  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
funds,  held  Saturday  evening,  March  28, 
in  the  St.  Paul's  hall,  proved  a  huge  suc- 
cess. Over  400  people  attended,  and 
both  from  the  point  of  view  of  attendance 
and  pretentiousness  of  program,  the 
event  eclipsed,  by  far,  any  previous  effort 
of  this  kind  put  forth  by  the  Church  in 
Durban,  which,  by  the  way,  is  a  "rela- 
tively new  branch. 

Leading  artists  of  Durban,  including 
Doris  Kinsman  and  many  others,  offered 
their  talents  to  make  the  whole  affair  a 
success,  with  the  result  that  a  splendid 
program  including  diversified  types  of 
dancing,  recitations,  instrumental  selec- 
tions, songs,  monologues,  comic  sketches, 
and  a  conjuring  act  delighted  the  large 
audience.  Too  much  credit  cannot  be 
given  Brother  "  Billie  "  Bowie,  one  of 
the  newest  and  m'ost  active  members  of 
the  Church,  who  was  in  charge  of  the 
programme,  and  as  a  recognized  artist 
himself,  was  well-acquainted  with  many 
of  the  leading  artists  of  Durban. 

It  was  announced  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  entertainment  that  the  affair 
was  the  first  of  a  series  sponsored  by  the 
local  branch  of  the  Relief  Society,  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  and  the  ideals  of  the  Society  were 
briefly  pointed  out.  Mention  was  made 
that  all  receipts  of  the  organization  go 
directly  and  completely  for  the  relief  work 
of  the  poor  and  needy  and  that  the  Relief 
Society  is  one  of  the  largest  women's 
organizations  in  the  world,  with  branches 
in  most  parts  of  the  civilized  world. 

Refreshments  were  served  during  the 
short  interval  by  the  sisters  of  the  Relief 
Society.  The  ice  cream  and  Eskimo  Pies 
were  partly  donated  by  the  Model  Dairy 
and  the  minerals  by  Daly  and  Company. 

Tickets  were  sold  as  follows:  Sister 
Nellie  M.  Hayden,  207;  Brother  Billie 
Bowie,  110;  Sister  Lizzie  D.  Moore,  51; 
Bro.  Barney  F.  Hayden,  18 ;  Elder  A.  K. 
Berrv,  17  ;  E.  Getaz,  16 ;  Elder  L.  Wins- 
lew  Hurst,  14;  Sister  Gertruida  Chis- 
holm,    11;    Mrs.    Margaret   Fletcher,    5; 
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•Sister  Jessie  Trestrail,  5 ;  Walter  King, 
■3;  Sister  Gladys  A.  Sweeney,  3;  Sister 
Natalie  Fagan,  2.  Total  sold,  4(52.  A 
prize  was  given  to  the  highest  woman 
and  highest  man.  Total  receipts  were 
£27  17s.  5d.,  which  after  all  expenses  were 
paid,  left  £22  10s.  for  the  Relief  work. 
Everyone  did  splendid  work  and  great 
things  are  looked  forward  to  by  the  Dur- 
ban Relief  Society  and  all  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  branch,  and  friends,  who 
helped  make  the  affair  successful. 


With  an  increased  Mission  Relief  So- 
ciety Charity  Fund,  all  feel  well  repaid 
for  the  success  and  results  of  the  even- 
ing. 

C.D.T. 


MOWBRAY  RELIEF  SOCIETY 
CONCERT 

Dark,  black,  low  hanging  clouds  sweep- 
ing down  from  off  Table  Mountain  and 
.seemingly  blown  from  the  mouth  of  the 
face  on  Devil's  Peak,  ushered  in  the  9th 
•of  April,  or  the  day  for  the  Relief  Society 
Concert.  Nevertheless,  the  rain  nor  the 
wind  dampened  the  spirits  of  the  saints 
and  friends  who  came  out  to  be  enter- 
tained by  a  first  class  display  of  talent. 

To  commence  the  Concert  the  peppy, 
lively  "  Stars  &  Stripes  Forever'  '  was 
exceptionally  played  by  Miss  Dulcie  Con- 
nolly. Followed  next  by  a  dance  by  two 
of  Cape  Town's  very  accomplished 
dancers,  Misses  Daphne  and  Joan  Morby. 
Miss  Bessie  Cowly  rendered  two  very 
beautiful  songs  with  her  pleasing,  melo- 
dious voice.  Miss  Dotis  Skinner  gave 
two  well  received  numerous  readings. 
Her  interpretations  of  the  different  na- 
tionalities were  very  well  executed.  Bro- 
ther Rueben  Dix-Peek  rendered  two 
splendid  solos,  in  his  usual  entertaining 
way,  followed  by  a  reading  by  Master 
Edward  Bailey,  whoi  has  a  great  prospec- 
tive future  ahead.  Then  the  fun  began, 
Mr.  Williams  then  started  cracking 
"  Chestnuts  "  and  before  he  was  through 
there  was  not  a  serious  face  in  the  whole 
house.  His  tongue  twisting  songs  and 
paraphrased  comical  songs  brought  forth 
much  comment. 

To  climax  the  Concert  the  "  Bathroom 
Door,"  a  humorous,  one  act  play  pertain- 
ing to  actual  everyday  life,  was  shown. 
The  Cast  included  members  of  the  Relief 
'Sccietv  and  Priesthood. 


ANNUAL  FALL  CONFERENCE 

Since  Wednesday,  April  8,  1931,  Pre- 
sident Don  Mack  Dalton  of  the  South 
African  Mission,  has  been  intensly  busy 
holding  April  or  Fall  Conferences  in  all 
the  Districts  and  most  of  the  Branches 
of  the  Mission.  At  each  stopping  point, 
he  attends  three  special  Conference 
Meetings,  namely :  iGreneral  Branch  or 
District  Conference,  at  which  a  special 
feature,  is  the  rendition  of  appropriate 
and  special  music  and  program.  The 
Auxiliary  Conferences  includes  Sunday 
School,  M.I. A.,  and  Relief  Society  Con- 
ference. 

While  President  isn't  busy  attending 
meetings  he  takes  the  opportunity  of 
going  among  the  Saints  and  visiting 
them,  giving  them  words  of  encourage- 
ment, instructions,  and  advice.  He  is 
truly  "  a  father  to  the  fatherless,  and 
husband  to  the  widow,"  when  it  is  neces- 
sary to  be  so. 

May  President  Dalton  continue  to 
scatter  his  congenial  spirit  and  influence 
throughout  the  whole  Mission,  that  we 
may  partake  of  it  and  become  uplifted 
and  edified  by  his  teachings  and  words 
of  instructions.  Now  is  the  time  to  show 
our  real  Christian  Spirit  by  obeying  those 
words  of  counsel,  advice  and  instructions 
as  given  us  by  a  servant  of  the  Master. 
"  He  works  for  us,  let  us  work  for  him." 

C.D.T. 


NEW  MISSIONARIES  FOR  SOUTH 
AFRICAN  MISSION 

When  the  Warick  Castle  Mail  Boat 
docked  at  Table  Bay  Docks,  Monday  morn- 
ing, April  20,  it  landed  two  new  Mission- 
aries, Elders  Eldon  Harris  and  Ervin 
Mac  Arthur,  two  loyal,  true  sons  from 
the  soil  of  Lovell,  Wyoming,  U.S.  Amer- 
ica. With  them  they  have  brought  en- 
thusiasm and  the  possibility  of  a  greater 
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work  to  be  accomplished  in  South  Africa. 
We  welcome  you  two  new  Elders  and 
trust  that  you  will  be  able  to  carry  on 
the  good  work  of  your  predecessors. 
Here's  to  a  successful,  happy  and  enjoy- 
able mission,  with  lots  of  work  but  great 
satisfaction.     More  power  to  you. 

While  President  Dal  ton  was  in  East 
London,  April  20,  to  hold  Conference,  he 
set  apart  brother  B.  A.  T.  Jubber  and 
Brother  C.  H.  Jubber  to  do  part  time 
missionary  work.  We  congratulate  them 
upon  the  acceptance  of  such  a  high  and 
esteemed  calling.  We  wish  them  God- 
speed and  the  necessary  qualifications 
for  putting  over  this  entrusted  labor  com- 
mendablv. 

C.D.T. 


MISSION  NEWS. 


CAPE  DISTRICT. 

"Cumorah,"  Main  and  Grove  Rds.,  Mowbray. 

Byron    C.    Peterson,    District    President. 

On  Saturday,  March  25,  President  Dal- 
ton.  Sis.  Dal  ton,  District  President 
Peterson,  Elder  Taylor  and  the  two  chil- 
dren, George  Edward  and  Gerald,  were 
taken  to>  the  Strand  and  vicinity  by  Mr. 
A.  P.  Fourie  in  his  big,  roomy  Stude- 
baker  Six.  A  number  of  visits,  includ- 
ing a  stop  at  Bro.  and  Sis.  Cherritt  at 
Stickland ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jakins,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Northcote,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  French, 
of  the  Strand,  were  enjoyed.  At  Mir. 
and  Mrs.  Wakeford  of  Eerste  Biver,  a 
delicious  and  enjoyable  supper  was  en- 
joyed by  the  hungry  party.  From 
whence  the  party  motored  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Eric  Jakins  of  Eerste  Biver  Power 
Station,  where  a  most  pleasant  and  in- 
terested body  of  friends  and  investigators 
were  gathered  to  enjoy  the  lantern  lec- 
ture of  "  America  Ancient  and  Modern," 
being  well  handled  by  the  spokesman, 
President  Dalton.  The  visit  was  enjoyed 
by  all  and  we  hope  that  much  good  was 
accomplished  through  it. 

Sunday,  March  26,  at  Grlencairn,  Pre- 
sident Dalton,  Sis.  Dalton,  the  two  chil- 
dren, and  Elder  Taylor  enjoyed  the  hos- 
pitality and  good  cooking  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Seager. 


.April  5,  being  the  closest  Sunday  to 
the  date  of  the  Organization  of  the 
Church,  was  appropriately  observed  by  a 
special  program  and  speeches. 

A  very  pleasant  evening  of  games  and 
refreshments  was  enjoyed  by  members  of 
Mowbray  Branch  Belief  Society  and 
Priesthood,  in  honor  of  Sister  Nellie  Hay- 
den,  President  of  the  Durban  Belief  So- 
ciety, who  has  been  visiting  with  Saints 
and  friends  for  the  past  fortnight.  She 
was  accompanied  by  her  three  younger 
children. 

With   the   erection   of    the     new     sign 
hoard  which  was  lettered  by  Bro.  Gerrit 
Kesselaar ,    we   have    several    persons    at 
tracted  by  it  who  are  now  investigating. 

The  Concert  and  play  given  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Mowbray  Branch  Belief 
Society,  on  April  9,  was  a  successful  and 
commendable   entertainment. 

Elder  Harris  was  initiated  into  his  first 
country  trip,  April  23,  when  he  and  Pre- 
sident Petersen  made  a  visit  to  the 
Strand  and  Glencairn,  calling  upon  old 
friends  as  well  as  Sis.  Sundstrom  of  Van 
der  Stel,  Mr.  Jackson  of  Strand,  Sis. 
Smith,  who  is  staying  with  friends  at 
Glencairn. 

A  "  wet  "  party  was  the  feature  of  the 
swimming  party  held  by  the  members  of' 
the  Mutual  Organization,  at  the  Long 
Street  Swimming  Baths,  Thursday,  April 
23. 


TRANSVAAL  DISTRICT. 

No.  395,  Commissioner  Street,  Johannesburg. 

Elder  K.  Y.  Stringham,   Dist.   President. 

President  Thomas  Wilson  of  Mowbray 
Branch  Presidency  paid  a  brief  visit  to 
Johannesburg  and  vicinity,  arriving  here 
March  20.  Brother  Wilson's  cheerful 
nature  and  faith  in  the  Gospel  have  given 
all  who  met  him  greater  determination 
to  be  more  faithful  and  do  more  good. 
Mr.  William  Forbes,  a  friend,  accom- 
panied Brother  Wilson  and  also'  enjoyed 
the  meetings  and  a  social. 

Little  Ardric  Vice  became  a  "  real 
Morman,"  March  8,  being  baptized  by 
Elder  Harold  H.  Smith  and  confirmed 
by  Elder  Kenneth  Sutherland. 
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Brother  and  Sister  Louis  Adendorff 
and  family,  formerly  of  Kimberley,  are 
now  living  in  Johannesburg",  having 
moved  here  from  Boksburg  North  to 
have  the  advantages  of  the  Church. 

A  little  grand  son  of  Elder  E.  G.  Muir 
was  instantly  killed,  March  16.  The  boy 
fell  onto  some  uninsulated  electric  wires 
while  playing  on  the  roof  of  the  residence. 
Gordon,  the  elder  brother,  is  in  Pretoria 
Hospital,  suffering  from  burns  and  severe 
shock  received  at  the  same  time. 

Brother  and  Sister  H.  C.  F.  Hubert 
with  their  entire  family  are  now  residing 
-at  357a  Commissioner  Street,  having  re- 
cently  moved  from  Pretoria. 

The  District  Belief  Societies  are  all 
working  to  relieve  the  poor  of  the  district. 
Complete  organizations  are  new  function- 
ing at  Johannesburg,  Waterval  and  Pre- 
mier Mine,  with  numerous  sisters  who' 
can't  attend  any  of  these  branches  doing 
work  for  the  organizations  and  sending 
it  in.  .Prospects  are  fine  for  a  District 
Bazaar  at  the  usual  season. 

With  the  purpose  in  view  of  improving 
health  and  general  welfare,  the  Johan 
nesburg  M.I. A.,  under  the  presidency  of 
Sister  Muriel  Groves,  Brother  Colin  T. 
S.  Campbell  and  William  proves,  arc 
now  studying  hygiene.  The  project  com- 
mittee decided  to  begin  at  home  and 
have  already  made  "  Ramah  "  a  more 
attractive  meeting  place. 

Pretoria  still  continues  to  show  great 
interest  in  "Mormonism,"  say  Elders 
Kenneth  Stringham  and  Samuel  L.  Gard- 
ner who  report  at  least  one  person  now 
ready  for  baptism,  while  an  audience  of 
over  300  interested  people  continues  to 
throng  the  open  air  meetings  held  Sunday 
nisdits. 


KIMBERLEY  DISTRICT. 

No.  43,    Hull  St.,   Kimberley:    Elder   Herman 

J.    Smith,    Dist.    President. 

Four  "  Mormons,"  and  good  ones  too, 
were  added  to  the  Kimberley  Branch, 
March  14,  when  Brother  Petrus  Johan- 
nes Rossouw,  Jr.  and  wife,  Sister 
Cornelia  Carolina  Nell  Rossouw,  and  two 
eldest  daughters,  Johanna  M.  L.  Eos 
souw   and   Martha  A,   S.    Rossouw  were 


baptized,  in  the  Alexandersfontein  Baths, 
the  first  and  third-named  by  Elder  Her- 
man J.  Smith  and  the  other  two  by  Elder 
Clarence  S.  Barker.  They  were  con- 
firmed the  next  day  in  Sunday  School, 
each  elder  confirming  the  two  baptized 
by  his  companion.  The  younger  children 
were  blessed  two  months  ago.  Brother 
and  Sister  Rossouw  and  family  are  dis- 
playing the  true  spirit  of  the  Gospel  and 
their  companionship  and  help  are  much 
appreciated  by   the   other   members. 

The  town  of  Douglas  and  other  near- 
by centres  will  have  to  wait  a  little  longer 
to  hear  more  about  "Mormonism,"  it 
was  concluded  by  Elders  Smith  and  Bar- 
ker when  they  returned  late  at  night, 
March  18,  through  the  thorn  bushes  and 
across  the  veld  carrying  with  them  the 
engine  of  the  trusty  (?)  motor  bike  which 
failed  them  thirty-five  miles  out  of  Kim- 
berley, on  an  ambitious  sortie  into  the 
country.  One  "  click-clack  "  and  their 
steed  decided  that,  because  of  a  broken 
piston,  the  elders  had  better  confine  their 
efforts  to  Kimberley  for  yet  a  while. 

Some  good  old  Scotch  Gospel  spirit 
was  infused  into  the  branch  when  Bro- 
ther Thomas  Wilson,  President  of  Mow- 
bray Branch  and  father  of  Elder  Thomas 
Y.  Wilson  now  presiding  over  Port  Eliza- 
beth and  East  London  Districts,  with 
his  friend,  another  Scotsman,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Forbes  of  Bakoven,  C.P.,  visited 
with  the  elders  in  Kimberley,  March  19 
and  20.  Brother  Wilson  spoke  at  an 
inspiring  cottage  meeting  at  the  home  id 
Brother  and  Sister  P.  'J.  Rossouw,  Jr., 
and  visited  among  and  stimulated  as 
many  of  the  saints  and  investigators  as 
he  had  opportunity  for,  between  seeing 
workings  and  properties  of  the  De  Beers 
Company. 

Alexandersfontein  saw  another  gala 
day,  with  a  genuine  "  Mormon  "  picnic 
chock  full  of  fun  and  good  time  on  Good 
Friday,  April  3.  Sore  muscles  and  sun- 
burned skins  could  not  damp  the  good 
feeling  that  survived. 

Brother  Peter  Johannes  Fouchee  was 
ordained  a  deacon  by  Elder  Herman  J. 
Smith,  at  Sunday  evening  service,  April 
5,  in  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Sister  Cather- 
ine'   Fouchee    at    Kenilworth.        Special 
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services  were  held  that  evening  com- 
memorating the  Church's  hundred-and- 
first  birthday  and  tracing  the  develop- 
ments which  culminated  in  and  grew  out 
of  that  event. 

The  anniversary  if  the  organization  of 
the  Eelief  Society  was  celebrated  at 
evening  service,  March  29. 

Despite  having  to  give  up  the  hall, 
some  excellent  meetings  on  Sunday  and 
Wednesday  evenings,  with  good  attend- 
ance, are  being  held  in  the  homes  of 
saints. 


BLOEMFONTEIN  NEWS. 

154,   Monument   Road:    Elder  S.    B.  Spear, 

District   President. 

During  the  past  month  there  has  been 
a  good  deal  of  sickness  among  the  saints 
— administrations  have  been  frequent. 
Sunday,  March  15,  a  special  program 
was  rendered  by  the  Eelief  Society  who 
took  charge  of  the  evening  service.  The 
occasion  was  the  celebration  of  the  Anni- 
versary of  the  organization  of  the  Eelief 
Society.  Addresses  and  musical  items 
were  given  by  the  officers  and  members. 

Monday  the  16th  of  March,  Pres. 
Spear  was  invited  to>  address  the  local 
Good  Templar  Lodge.  He  chose  the  pro- 
position, "  Does  the  scriptures  show  that 
God  approves  of  drunkeness  and  moderate 
drinking  or  total  abstinence?"  He 
proved  that  God  demands  total  absten- 
ance  from  his  servants  and  at  the  con- 
clusion received  a  vote  of  thanks. 

Wednesday,  March  18th,  we  had  the 
pleasure  of  a  visit  from  Branch  President 
Thomas  Wilson  of  Mowbray.  The  saints 
met  together  at  the  home  of  Pres.  Spear 
and  spent  the  evening  in  testimony  bear- 
ing and  musical  items.  The  local  mem- 
bers were  strengthened  and  pleased  to 
meet  a  brother  from  another  centre. 


EAST  LONDON  DISTRICT. 

No.    95,    St.    George's    Road,    East    London: 

Elder  Thomas  Y.   Wilson,   Dist.   President. 

Dive  mere  were  baptized  into  the 
Church  at  East  London,  last  month.  On 
March  7,  Henry  Melvin  Jubber,  youngest- 
son  of  Brother  and  Sister  C.  H.  Jubber, 


was  baptized  and  confirmed  by  Elder 
Thomas  Y.  Wilson,  while  on  March  12, 
another  impressive  baptismal  servici 
took  place  on  the  Nahoon  Eiver,  the  fol- 
lowing being  baptized  and  confirmed  by 
District  President  Thomas  Y.  Wilson: 
Percy  Oswald  Doyle  (husband  of  Sister 
E.  L,  P.  K.  Doyle)  ;  Lily  Jane  Eandall 
Banks  (aunt  of  Brother  P.  0.  Doyle), 
and  the  son  and  daughter-in-law  of  Sister 
L.  J.  E.  Banks ;  Sylvester  Wilfred 
Banks  and  Daisy  Kathleen  Hollowa;, 
Banks.  Congratulations  and  welcpmi 
are  extended  the  new  members. 

Following  these  baptisms  it  was  decid- 
ed to  hold  a  cottage  meeting  every  week 
at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Banks. 
At  the  first  meeting  the  two  children 
were  blessed  by  District  President  Wil- 
son: Sylvester  Wilfred  Banks,  Jr.,  and 
Lillian  Loveday  Banks.  Cottage  meet- 
ings have  also  been  held  at  Orange  (Grove. 
at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Put- 
ter, which  are  proving  of  great  help. 

Attendance  at  Sunday  meetings  during 
the  past  month  shows  a  decided  increase 
and  prospects  are  good  for  the  future. 

Miss  E.  P.  Nicholson,  a  friend  of  Bro- 
ther "  Billie  "  Bowie  of  Durban,  has  at- 
tended Sunday  services  the  past  month, 
but  left  for  Durban.  March  28,  and  in- 
tends keeping  right  on  attending  all  meet- 
ings at  Durban. 

Much  opposition  is  being  encountered 
at  Queenstown  by  Elders  Bobert  J. 
Evans  and  John  H.  Smith.  They  have 
been  doing  fourth  tracting  and  find  that 
someone  has  been  circulating  the  old 
filthy,  impossible  and  ridiculous  stories 
to  try  to  poison  the  minds  of  the  people 
against  "  Mormonism  "  ;  nevertheless 
they  report  a  number  of  true  friends. 


PORT  ELIZABETH. 

17,  Clyde  St.,  Port  Elizabeth:  Elder  Clarence 

E.    Randall,    Senior   Elder. 

During  the  month  of  March  all  Port 
Elizabeth  Branch  meetings  have  been 
fairly  well  attended.  Since  moving  into 
the  new  hall  there  has  been  an  average 
increase  of  seven  to  sacrament  services, 
while  many  more  investigators  have  been 
coining  out. 
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The  M.I. A.  held  its  second  open  night 
of  the  season,  March  5,  at  the  hall  in  the 
form  of  a  social.  Besides  one  open  night 
a  month  the  mutual  is  going'  to  spend  one 
night  a  month  studying  some  cultural 
subject,  utilizing  the  other  two  nights  in 
class  work.  The  Eelief  Society  lessons 
are  proving  interesting  and  the  sisters  axe 
planning  a  successful  year  for  the  organi- 
zation. 

A  cottage  meeting  was  held  recently 
at  Sidwell  where  several  of  Brother  De 
Jager's  friends  and  relatives  gathered  to 
hear  about  the  Gospel.  Another  cottage 
meeting  was  held  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  E.  A.  Brown  at  Uitenhage. 
Brother  and  Sister  Doller  and  Brother 
and  Sister  Cawood  took  the  elders  and 
several  saints  to  Uitenhage  by  motor  car 
to  attend  the  meeting.  The  elders  spent 
an  enjoyable  evening  at  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Millian's,  investigators,  at  Ken 
sington. 

Brother  Basil  Park,  one  of  the  active 
workers  of  Cape  Town,  was  a  visitor  at 
Port  Elizabeth,  March  14,  en  route  to 
his  home  after  a  holiday  at  Durban. 

A  special  program  was  given,  March 
22,  to  commemorate  the  eighty-ninth 
anniversary  of  the  organization  of  the 
Eelief  Society. 

During  the  month  street  meetings  have 
been  held  at  the  Market  Square,  though 
gusty   winds  and   few   attentive   passers 
by  have  left  most  of  the  benefits  for  the 
ciders  themselves. 


NATAL  DISTRICT. 

No.  40,   Clark   Road,   Durban:    Elder  A.    Kay 
Berry,    District  President. 

Services  commemorating  the  eighty- 
ninth  anniversary  of  the  organization  of 
the  Eelief  Society  were  well  attended, 
Sunday,  March  22.  The  sisters  took 
charge  of  the  evening  meeting  and  a 
review  of  the  part  women  have  played 
in  the  history  of  the  Church  was  given, 
also  the  real  value  of  the  Eelief  Society 
Organization  was  pointed  out,  particular- 
ly from  the  point  of  view  of  obtaining 
both  direct  and  indirect  benefits. 


The  members  of  the  Eelief  Society  are 
now  doing  "block  teaching"  amongst 
the  saints,  friends  and  investigators, 
going  out  by  two's.  All  active  members 
have  expressed. their  willingness  to  be  of 
service  in  this  work.  The  efforts  of  the 
society  have  been  centered  during  the 
past  month  on  the  big  concert  told  of 
in  the  Eelief  Society  news  section  of  this 
issue  of  "  Cumorah's  Southern  Pross." 

The  elders  took  a  short  trip  down  the 
south  coast  to  Sezela  last  month,  visiting 
with  Brother  and  Sister  H.  J.  Bucklev 
for*  two  days.  An  enjoyable  cottage 
meeting  was  held  in  course  of  which  Bro- 
ther Buckley  was  ordained  a  deacon  by 
Elder  A.  Kay  Berry. 

Brother  Basil  Park,  of  the  Mowbrav 
Branch,  surprised  the  Durban  members 
by  dropping  in  at  one  of  the  meetings 
unexpectedly.  He  wTas  a  welcome  visitor 
for  a  short  three  or  four  days.  He  came 
in  by  mail  boat  Sunday  morning,  and  as 
he  had  decided  to  attend  the  evening  ser- 
vices of  the  Durban  Branch,  he  started 
hunting  high  and  low,  using  every  means 
to  find  the  meeting  place  of  the  "  Mor- 
mons," finally  gaining  information  from 
one  of  the  men  at  the  Police  Station  thai 
the  meeting  place  was  now  the  minor  hall 
of  the  King's  Kinema ;  the  "  Mprmojis 
having  given  up  the  old  meeting  place 
on  Gardiner  Street. 

Mrs.  Edith  M.  Canning,  mother  of 
Brother  George  Canning,  and  second 
counselor  in  the  Eelief  Society,  has  with 
her  family  shifted  from  town  out  to  Dur- 
ban North  into  her  new  home.  Regard- 
less of  the  distance  into  town  she  is  still 
anxious  to-  assist  in  the  duties  of  the  Ee- 
lief Society  work;  almost  any  man  could 
take  a  lesson  in  pluck  and  determination 
from  "  Sister  "  Canning. 

Street  meetings  with  lots  of  practice 
in  speaking  and  fair  success  are  being 
held  in  the  town  hall  gardens,  Sunday 
e  venule's. 


Life  is  an  arrow,  therefore,  you  must 
know  what  mark  to  aim  at,  and  how  to 
use  the  bow.  Then  draw  it  to  the  head 
and  let  it  go. — Henry  Van  Dyke. 
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"KNOWLEDGE    IS    POWER" 

DEVELOP  YOUR  SPIRITUAL  POWER   NOW 
BY  READING  GOOD  BOOKS. 

OBTAINABLE     AT 

CUMORAH,  MAIN  ROAD,  MOWBRAY. 


Something    to    make 
a  noise  about ! 

Ask   for 

McKay's  Bread 

Phone  530  Woodstock. 
Factory : 

Main  Road       -       Mowbray. 


Subscribe 

for 

Cumorahs 

Southern    Cross 

NOW! 


THE    Hardware    House 

HAMILTON    &    DUNGAN, 

Main  Road,  Mowbray. 

Phone  531  Woodstock. 


MOWBRAY 
FISH      SUPPLY 

Phone  996    Woodstock. 
Fresh  and   Smoked  Fish  Daily. 


To  Understand  Mormonism 

Read  the  Books  published  by  the  Church — 
We  Recommend — 

Story  and  Philosophy  of  Mormonism  Jas.  E.  Talmage  75  ct.  3/6 
The  Gospel    -         '     -  -  B.  H.  Roberts  $1,25  5/6 

Write  for  a  complete  Catalog  of  Church  Books. 

DESERET  BOOK  COMPANY,  P.O.  Box  1793, 
SALT  LAKE  CITY,  UTAH,  U.S.A. 


5r  "ELRICO"  gg& 

POULTRY     GRAINS     AND     MEALS. 


Household  Supplies  and  Sundries — 

CALDER  &  CO. 


Main     Road, 


(Manufacturers), 
Phone  31    and  258. 


Wynbeng. 
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